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Abstract:

This study aims to present a proposed educational program based on post-story activities to
develop critical thinking skills among early childhood children. The program is grounded in
Bruner’s constructivist perspective and supported by story-based learning principles, while also
integrating findings from brain research that highlight the effectiveness of stories and
multisensory learning in building neural pathways. The study followed the descriptive analytical
developmental approach, and the proposed program was built based on three main sources:
educational and psychological literature that dealt with the characteristics of growth in early
childhood and strategies for teaching critical thinking, brain research and story-based learning,
as well as previous Arab and foreign studies that dealt with the development of critical thinking,
whose elements were reformulated to suit the Saudi environment. The proposed program
provides a detailed structural description, including its objectives, content, activities, timing,
teacher’s guide, and evaluation mechanisms, along with a practical plan adaptable to school
contexts, educational quality standards, and an impact assessment framework using a critical
thinking skills scale. The study further outlines pathways for tailoring activities to developmental
stages (enactive, iconic, and symbolic) and establishes practical mechanisms to strengthen the
skills of interpretation, analysis, inference, evaluation, and overall critical thinking. It also
proposes a statistical analysis plan to estimate educational effectiveness and effect size, in

addition to ethical and procedural considerations for implementation.

Keywords: critical thinking, post-story activities, early childhood, educational psychology,

story-based learning, programs for developing critical thinking skills.
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